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My name is Roshni, and I am  
this year’s Ambassador Prefect.

Inside this edition of the 
Linkway, you’ll find:

|  An interview with the 
Head of the Grounds

|  An insight into societies 
such as the feminist forum 

| The new House names 

|  An enquiry into 
Shakespeare’s Macbeth 

|  A scientific explanation  
of hepatitis. 
 

And much more… We are delighted to be back –  
as our brave and true selves!

Brave thinkers. True colours.

Artwork by:  
Lara, Amy, Riana, Anusha, Nadine,  
Art GCSE and A Level, 2021

I would like to welcome 
all students, parents, staff, 
alumnae, prospective 
students and parents.

I hope you enjoy reading 
this issue of our school 
magazine which comprises 
of a range of interesting 
and exciting articles – 
something for everyone! 

https://www.sthelens.london
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Hello everyone. 
We are very excited to 
introduce ourselves as  
the new Head Girl Team 
2021-2022! 

Hi, I’m Asha and I am thrilled 
to be the new Head Girl.  
I have an amazing Prefect 
team who will help me to 
implement changes and 
organise events. We really 
want to hear your input to 
make this school year the 
most enjoyable. 

Hi! My name is Zoe, and I’m 
so excited to be a Deputy 
Head Girl this year. My 
main responsibility is to 
help Asha with her duties, 
and to act as a voice for 
the student body. I’m so 
excited about my own 
duty: to put together the 
yearbook! 

I’m Maariya and I am also 
a Deputy Head Girl this 
year. My job is (mostly) to 
help Asha represent the 
students in meetings with 
Mrs Lucas and the Senior 
Leadership Team. I’m really 
looking forward to another 
of my responsibilities: 
planning Prom! 

We also want to use this 
introduction to say a big 
‘congratulations!’ to all 
of the 2021 GCSE and 
A Level cohorts. Every 
individual showed incredible 
determination, and we are 
delighted to tell you that 
collectively the grades 
achieved were as follows: 
48.4% of A levels were A*, 
and 96.4% were A*-B; 100% 
of AS Levels were A*-A; 
100% of EPQs were A*-B; 
45.2% of GCSEs were 9s, 
and 93% were 9-7. These 
were fantastic achievements, 
and we wish the best of luck 
to all of you as you embark 
upon A Levels, Gap Years 
and Universities! 

Head Girl Team

By Asha, Maariya and Zoe, 
Head Girl Team, Year 13

Welcome to the new  
academic year, 2021-2022!

Student Magazine
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On Saturday 25th September,  
we were delighted to (finally)  

be able to welcome visitors  
into St Helen’s!

Open Day Thank you to everyone involved – including our alumnae (Class of 
2021) Hannah, Maggie and Verity - and all our wonderful visitors!
By Roshni, Ambassador Prefect, Year 13

https://www.sthelens.london
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We hope those of you who visited on  
Open Day also enjoyed touring our grounds.  
We are exceptionally proud of our entire  
site, and wanted to share with all of you  
our exclusive interview with the new  
Head of Grounds, Mr Connelly.

 

(…and our exciting tour in the infamous golf buggy!)

By Libby and Mya, Editors, Year 12Grounds

https://www.sthelens.london
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Q. What does a typical  
day look like for you?

The day largely changes 
based on the season and 
the weather. There are, of 
course, certain things we 
have to do every day, like 
litter-picking and making 
sure the grounds are tidy 
and clean for everyone.  
It also depends on 
whatever needs to be 
done, for example, today 
I’m working on the pond. 
Every few months we also 
move the chicken coop so 
that the chickens can eat 
some fresh grass.

Q. What are you doing 
in the pond outside 
Mackenzie?

Mostly just rejuvenating  
the pond and giving 

it some new life. I’m 
removing the bulrushes 
and weeds and making 
the logs look a bit neater. 
I’ve already worked on the 
pond outside Gables, so 
that’s what it will end up 
looking like. 

Q. What would you like  
to see on the grounds in 
the future?

Oh, lots of things. I’m 
keen to put in some 
wildflowers and see 
what happens, and what 
insects it attracts. Thistles 
in particular are good for 
butterflies. In the future, I’d 
like to get some bees and 
maybe do something with 
the greenhouse outside 
the Gwyer building. 

I’d also like there to be a 
student-led club that works 
on the pond and other 
areas around the school 
site. It would be a great 
chance for the students to 
see how they can be taking 
care of their school and 
environment.

Q. What do you do in  
bad weather? Or when  
it snows?

Bad weather doesn’t  
stop us from doing things 
like litter picking or tidying 
up the sheds. When it 
snows, our main priority  
is keeping the paths clear 
and making sure the site  
is safe for all the staff  
and students.

Q. What do you do during 
your breaks throughout 
the day? Do you have a 
favourite biscuit?

I normally spend my  
tea-break in the area for  
the Groundskeepers outside 
Gwyer. Unfortunately, I’m on 
diet biscuits at the moment, 
not custard creams!

Q. What are you most  
proud of that you’ve worked 
on in the school grounds?

Probably the pond outside 
Gables. When I first came 
here three months ago it 
was very overgrown, like the 
pond outside the Mackenzie 
building. Now, the water 
is a lot cleaner, there are 
goldfish and carp in it and 
we’re beginning to see 
lots more dragonflies, for 
example. 

Q. Is there anything else 
you’d like the rest of the 
school to know?

Just that our team work really hard to make sure 
the grounds are well-maintained for all the staff, 
students and visitors.

Interview - Mr Connelly

https://www.sthelens.london
https://vimeo.com/626231418
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Eco Club
Fast fashion is a 
considerable problem, but 
it can be difficult to buy 
reasonably priced clothing 
that has been sourced and 
manufactured responsibly 
and sustainably. Here is an 
article by  
Verity about the issue:

While Fast Fashion can 
seem like a cheap and easy 
way to shop, its effects have 
proved to be detrimental. 
The environmental cost 
alone is significant: the 
textile industry contributes 
more to climate change than 
the aviation and shipping 
industries combined. There 
are several reasons for this, 
including: (1) the use of non-
biodegradable fabrics, (2) 
use of chemicals, (3) water 
waste (it takes 10,000 litres 

of water to produce one 
kilogram of cotton), and 
(4) consumer behaviour. 
The fourth was reported 
on by The Guardian in 
2019, who polled opinion, 
and found one in three 
young women consider 
garments which have 
been worn once or twice 
to be old. It is because of 
this attitude that three out 
of five fashion items end 
up in landfill, and $500 
billion of value is lost every 
year. Therefore, to make 
a change to this we need 
to take responsibility as 
customers to buy from 
truthful and sustainable 
brands as well as being 
aware of the impact of 
unhealthy social influencer 
mindset. 

One easy way of doing 
this to download the free 

app - Good On You which 
was launched in 2015 to 
provide fashion consumers 
with trustworthy information 
on the fashion industry. 
Good On You allows you 
to search brands and then 
provides a rating which 
assesses them regarding 
their impact on people, the 
planet and animals. This is 
especially relevant today as 
sustainability has become 
increasingly popular and 
resulted in ‘greenwashing’ 
(a form of marketing 
in which green values 
and green marketing 
are deceptively used to 
persuade the public that 
an organization’s products, 
aims and policies are 
environmentally friendly) 
of many brands. Good On 
You provides customers 
with the relevant and 
appropriate information 

Societies
to assess brands on their 
actions rather than empty 
promises or marketing 
tactics. 

As well as this there are 
many ‘slow fashion’ brands 
that aim to recycle and 
produce clothes with 
as little environmental 
impact as possible. It is 
important to remember 
that even buying from 
‘slow fashion’ brands is still 
less effective than reusing 
and repurposing clothes 
through charity shops 
and apps, like Vinted or 
Depop.

Student Magazine

Now we are no longer in bubbles, societies  
and co-curricular activities have resumed!  
We have highlighted three (of many) here:

Nevertheless, here are also some recommendations 
if you do need to buy first-hand. 

While this is just a small 
cross section of brands, 
there are so many more 
to explore and further 
ways to adopt a more 
sustainable mindset. 
Here are some Instagram 
accounts that are great for 
more detailed information 
on this topic. 

@ssustainably 

@beckymaryhughes 

@labourbehindthelabel 

@cleanclothescampaign

By Verity, Alumna  
(Class of 2021) and  
Roisin, Year 13

If you are interested in learning 
more about our school’s 
commitment to supporting our 
environment, the Green Team is 
open to all comers from Senior 
School – simply come along to 
one of our meetings in ST1 or 
email Mrs Hallam to be added 
to the Microsoft Teams group. 
We are currently deciding 
on a suitable day for weekly 
meetings, so make sure to  
check our weekly Eco Tips 
emails for any updates!

https://shophundredclub.com
https://www.patagonia.com/activism/
https://www.wearetala.com
https://www.youswim.com
https://www.weareoi.com
https://www.veja-store.com/en_uk/
https://niippystudios.com/our-story
https://goodonyou.eco/about/
https://www.instagram.com/ssustainably_/
https://www.instagram.com/beckymaryhughes/
https://www.instagram.com/labourbehindthelabel/
https://www.instagram.com/cleanclothescampaign/
https://www.sthelens.london
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Feminist Forum
Set up by the Sixth Form last 
year, Feminist Forum offers 
an opportunity to gather and 
discuss social issues and 
barriers women face in our 
society today, and what we 
can do as a community. 

While St Helen’s girls are 
always keen to explore and 
challenge ideas regarding 
gender (for example, see 
Issue 2 for Maariya’s and 
Ria’s article about feminism, 
as studied during their 
enhancement sessions, 
and Issue 3 for our article 
about International Women’s 
Day), in the weeks after 
Sarah Everard’s death, more 
discussions have been 
provoked nationwide, and 
worldwide, and more women 
have started to share their 
experiences. 

Last year, as a group we 
met not only to share 
experiences but also to 
suggest advice on how we 
can respond to attitudes 
which belittle and degrade 
women. Despite only being 
two sessions in, a wide and 
varied range of issues and 
topics have already been 
discussed. For example, 
we spoke about tackling 
sexist or misogynistic jokes; 
we decided that we should 
prompt the perpetrator to 
explain, and in turn explain 
that the attitude expressed 
is not at all amusing. We 
feel it is important not to 
comply or ignore these 
attitudes because they 
can become ingrained 
culturally, and even 
manifest as actions. 

As well as discussing these 
issues, which is important, 
we also resolved to make a 
physical impact by donating 
money to chosen charities 
we are passionate about. 
As a Sixth Form we all 
participated in a fundraiser 
and wore red on the 18th 
March to show solidarity with 
all the women who have 
experienced sexual assault 
or rape. After the success of 
this we decided to place a 
pot in the kitchen for spare 
change and then donate to a 
chosen charity each month.

This term, we also welcomed 
radical feminist Julie Bindel 
as our first speaker in the 
Sixth Form lecture series. 
Maariya, a member of the 
Feminist Forum, shared with 
us her views on the speaker: 

“The argument that ran 
consistently through her 
points, which united all 
students, was the violence 
that women have suffered 
at the hands of men. Even 
though we didn’t all agree 
with Bindel’s definition of 
‘women,’ we all thoroughly 
enjoyed Bindel’s lecture 
and felt that we were 
able to engage and push 
ourselves to challenge  
our own views.” 

If you are interested in 
joining our Feminist Forum, 
and you are in the Sixth 
Form, please join us on 
Tuesdays (second lunch, 
i.e. 13.20) in MK4.

Student Magazine

List of other societies: 

— PsychSoc  
— History Society  
— MedSoc  
— African & Caribbean Society  
— Dungeons & Dragons  
— Classics & Ancient Games Club  
— Raspberry Pi Club  
— Upper School Law Society  
— Japanese Club  
— Russian Club  
— Knit and Stitch  
— Improvised Comedy  
— Literature in Context 
— Latin Scrabble 
— Book Club 
— Film Making Club 
— Geography Society 
— Chess Club 
— Christian Union 

— STEM Club 
— Mathemagic Club 
— Lingusitics Olympiad 
— French Debating Club 
— Greek Society 
— Manga and Anime Club 
— Econ Society 
— Sixth Form Model UN 
— Philosophy Society 
— Astronomy Club 
— Creative Writing Club 
— The One O’Clock Club 
— Theatre Tech Club 
— Debating Club 
— Amnesty International 
— Photography Club 
— Wow Club

For times and locations, and other 
co-curriculars (including our extensive 
offering of sports and music)  
see timetables in form rooms!By Verity,  

Alumna (Class of 2021)

Societies (continued)

https://www.sthelens.london
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Last term following a whole school consultation, we changed our 
House names. Here are our House Captains to introduce the historical 
figure who represents each one.

Student Magazine

My name is Khushee,  
and I’m the House Captain 
of Franklin House. 

Rosalind Franklin is a 
true inspiration to many 
young women working 
in science; her remarkable 
discovery of the structure 
of molecular substances 
has hugely impacted cell 
biology. 

Despite little praise 
awarded to her at the time, 
she was a woman who 
managed to pursue her 
passion, and as a result is 
now well respected in the 
world of science today. 

So, I think I can speak on 
behalf of the whole of 
Franklin in saying that we 
were incredibly lucky to 
have her as a role model! 
In the past, our House 
has won the House Cup 
on numerous occasions, 
however over the last 
few years, we have had 
smaller successes and 
victories. So, hopefully 
we can draw inspiration 
from Franklin; if we work 
hard as a House and 
we enjoy the events 
thoroughly, we might win 
this academic year. 

Houses Charlotte Brontë Rosalind Franklin

Hi, I’m Evie and I’m  
Brontë House Captain.  
It was exciting to suggest 
many inspirational women 
to become the names of 
our Houses, and to have 
influence over which one 
would represent our House. 
In the end, the decision 
was taken to name ours 
after Charlotte Brontë. 
Brontë was an English 
novelist born on April 21st, 
1816, Thornton, Yorkshire. 
Her most famous work is 
arguably her novel ‘Jane 
Eyre’. But, people would 
not have known that at the 
time: she published under 

the pseudonym Currer 
Ellis – to overcome societal 
prejudices. 

As a House, I want us to 
embody three qualities 
which I feel Bronte had: 
courage, ambition, and 
resilience. 
 
I’m looking forward to us 
sharing these qualities 
during House assemblies 
and House competitions - 
and I think our characteristics 
will lead us to being the 
most successful House  
this year! 

Hi, my name is Megan, 
and I’m the House Captain 
for what was Scott but is 
now Kahlo. Our House is 
named in recognition of 
Frida Kahlo. Frida Kahlo 
was a painter born in 1907, 
Mexico City. She is widely 
known for her self-portraits 
that drew inspiration from 
Mexican popular culture, 
and questioned political 
attitudes, and reflected 
her own life. Kahlo started 
painting after enduring 
a series of challenges to 
alleviate the physical pain 
and time in the hospital.  

Her success and 
influence in the art world 
despite her hinderances 
shows us, the girls in 
Kahlo, the importance of 
determination despite 
obstacles. After winning 
the House Cup three 
years in a row (!) and 
House Arts last June 
(!), Kahlo is starting this 
academic year with 
streak of success - which 
we hope to continue 
throughout the year. 

https://www.sthelens.london
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I’m Daliya, the new  
House Captain of Seacole, 
previously known as Bruce. 

I believe Mary Seacole 
is the perfect role model 
for us: her determination, 
courage and caring nature, 
reflect the core values of 
our own House. 

Mary was born in 1805 in 
Kingston, Jamaica. Her 
mother was a practitioner 
of traditional Jamaican 
medicine and her father 
was a Scottish soldier. 

From an early age she 
showed interest in 
medicine and nursing. She 
went on to gain extensive 
knowledge and has been 
widely praised for her work 
treating cholera and yellow 
fever during outbreaks. She 
travelled widely and was 
in London when she heard 
about the Crimean war 
and wanted to do her bit to 
help. Unfortunately she was 
turned away by everybody 
including Florence 
Nightingale. 

But that didn’t stop 
her. Together with her 
friend Thomas Day, in 
1866 she set off to the 
Crimea in a ship stocked 
with medical supplies. 
Mary used her expertise 
to treat and care for 
sick and wounded 
soldiers. She even rode 
on horseback onto the 
battlefields to nurse 
wounded men from both 
sides of the war. 

Mary Seacole

As a mixed-race woman living in the 19th century,  
she broke social rules to travel, run businesses and help 
those in need even when it meant putting herself in 
danger. We are very proud to be in her House.

https://www.sthelens.london
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We are not the only 
school to reflect upon  
our House identities,  
and make changes. 
 
In January 2021, 100 years 
after the introduction of  
the House system at 
Merchant Taylors’ School, 
the school has decided to 
change one of their House 
names from Clive of India 
House to Raphael House. 
John Raphael was a Surrey 
cricketer. 

The Headmaster,  
Simon Everson, said 
that Lord Clive achieved 
“extraordinary things”  
but was “questionable”, 
while the new House  
figure was “exemplary”. 

This change is aligned 
with the revised attitudes 
towards Empire perceptions 
of key historical figures that 
were once admired for their 
involvement with Empire 
are now being brought  
back under the spotlight 
and being re-evaluated  
for the admiration they  
once received. 

Robert Clive, often known 
as Clive of India, was 
a key instigator of the 
British control over India. 
His actions, particularly in 
Bengal, allowed for the 
long-term establishment of 
British rule in India, meaning 
that the British profited 
from India’s resources and 
trade. The battle of Plassey, 
under the command of 
General Clive in 1757, 
enabled the East India 
Company to overthrow the 

King of Bengal, Nawab 
Siraj-ad-daula, which meant 
that Britain would soon 
have de facto control of 
the region. While millions 
starved in India, East 
India Company’s wealth 
increased by £100 million. 
Clive’s personal wealth 
also increased through 
the improper practise of 
looting the treasury of 
Princes. Interestingly, he 
was controversial even in 
his own lifetime – he was 
criticised for his corrupt 
practices, and in 1772, 
he was put on trial in 
Parliament for the practises 
of the East India Company. 
However, he was cleared 
of all charges, partially 
because a quarter of the 
parliament had significant 
investment in the East India 
Company. 

Houses (continued)

Student Magazine

This article reminded us 
of our own history lessons 
at St Helen’s several years 
ago: in these, we debated 
whether Clive’s statue, 
which currently stands 
outside the Foreign Office, 
at the very centre of British 
Government, should be 
removed. This debate 
also brought in the bigger 
question of whether we 
should hold historical figures 
to account by standards we 
regard today. Some of our 
key questions were:

—  Is it disrespectful for 
many British people, 
whose ancestors come 
from the former colonies, 
to retain these statues?

—  Do some statues 
encourage neo-imperial 
ideas?

—  Does destroying the 
statue of Clive signal 
the beginning of the 
process of education 
and reparation?

—  Should all statues be 
re-evaluated – and what 
should be the criteria, 
and who should make 
the ultimate decision?

—  Would tearing these 
controversial figures 
down be tantamount 
to rewriting history, 
invalidating the truth 
of many countries’ 
contentious pasts, and 
ignoring the issues of 
the present?

One potential solution 
could be that rather than 
destroying these statues, 

they could be placed in 
museums. Placing them 
in museums means that 
viewers can see that 
statues in their historical 
context and therefore 
recognise that we accept 
this was a part of our 
history but is certainly not 
something we condone 
today. It also gives people 
the choice of whether 
to view them or not. 
This is already being 
done, for example at 
the International Slavery 
Museum in Liverpool.

John Raphael
By Anushka and Samara, Year 13

https://www.sthelens.london
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Here are some of the 
funniest comments 
overheard around  
St Helen’s this term.

Overheard at St Helen’s

Student:  
Are you my bestie? 
Teacher:  
Isn’t that a cookie? 
Student: No Mr ___, 
that’s a biscuit.

“If you cry it’s wet 
anger, but if you 
don’t it’s actually 
dry anger” 

Student: I want to be a 
lysosome. Eat and Destroy.

*Waiting for Sixth Form 
lecture speaker* 

“If she’s so critically 
acclaimed then why 
are we sitting on the 
floor?” 

Teacher: “Are you from India?”  
Student: “No I’m Muslim.” 

Student:  
“Stop stop - you 
synthetic person!” 

“I woke up at 6;  
I went on a walk!”

“She’s absolutely 
gorgeous, I think I’m 
falling in love with 
Emma Raducanu”

*Student puts hands up*  
“Sir, I’ve got my own 
definitions for the 
functions of organelles.” 
“What do you mean?”  
“I’ve just got my own 
meanings.” “Okay, well 
what does the 
nucleus do?”  
“Stores food.”  
“That’s…not okay.”

By the Editors, Year 12

https://www.sthelens.london
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Sixth Form
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We spent the day climbing 
the treetop course and 
convincing teachers to 
cross unstable tightropes. 
Most of us have known 
each other since Year 7,  
so it was a light-hearted, 
fun way to start a new term 
which has taken lots of 
adjusting to from Year 11.

Although, team building 
wasn’t exactly our forté, 
to the extent that the 
instructors thought we  
had never met each  
other before…

Our Year 12  
Induction Day 
involved spending 
the day at GoApe

https://www.sthelens.london
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Current Sixth Form
People often seem to 
think that certain subjects 
‘go together’, but my A 
Levels are completely 
split between Sciences 
and Humanities: English 
Literature, French, Biology 
and Chemistry; giving me 
a broad timetable which 
fulfils all of my interests, 
whilst keeping my options 
for the future open.  

I’m thinking of studying 
Medicine at university, 
for which people often 
take Biology, Chemistry 
and Maths. Although 
there’s nothing remotely 
wrong with this choice if 
it’s right for you, there’s 
equally nothing wrong with 
choosing a more diverse 
range of subjects. More 
than that, many universities 
welcome a wider range, 

which distinguish students 
from the typical trio. 

And as I’m also thinking of 
studying English Literature 
at university, because like 
most people, I don’t have 
the next twenty years of my 
life immutably planned out; 
studying a range of subjects 
is the best way of keeping 
my options open.  
 

Student Magazine

It is always tricky to decide which subjects to choose for A Level (and, 
indeed, which subjects to lose, when you are good at and enjoy so many 
different disciplines). So, here are some accounts of people who have 
chosen options that are broad and balanced. 

So, I would highly 
recommend that 
people don’t worry too 
much about ensuring 
that their subjects are 
complementary, and 
instead focus on what  
they enjoy.

Into 
the 
sixth.

Into the Sixth

https://www.sthelens.london
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To put it simply, I chose  
my A Level subjects 
(History, Geography,  
English Literature and PE) 
based upon what I enjoy.  
Given that I have to attend 
these subjects every day, it 
was important for me that I 
have interests in them and 
would not mind engaging 
in further reading. This is 
the advice that I would give 
to anyone picking their 
A Levels; pick what you 
enjoy, do not get caught up 
in picking subjects that “go 
well together” and take 4 
A-Levels so that you can try 
them out and drop what you 
do not enjoy later. Ultimately, 
unless you want to be a 
doctor, the scope of subjects 
that you “need” to take to 
get into university and do a 

specific course are very 
broad. It is much more 
enjoyable to pick subjects 
that you like rather than 
those you are good at. 
Having the lesson every 
day and being in smaller 
classes will allow you to 
get better at whichever 
subject you take and 
therefore, it is important 
that you like it and are 
willing to put extra work 
in. Moreover, often it is 
hard to see what different 
subjects are like at A-level, 
in comparison to GCSE, 
and thus I would advise to 
start with as many subjects 
as possible, with the view 
to dropping down later in 
the year. 

I love the subjects 
that I chose (Biology, 
Chemistry, Maths and 
French) because they are, 
essentially, the reason  
why I enjoy school.  
Biology has lots of 
application of knowledge, 
so I can work out an  
answer using lateral 
thinking. Chemistry 
incorporates mathematical 
skills into challenging 
questions. Maths was a 
choice I made at the last 
minute – but I’m so glad 
I did, because it’s one of 
my favourite subjects. It 
challenges you in so many 
ways, but it’s also simple, in 
that the questions are easy 
once you’ve practiced. I 
would only take Maths if 
you have a real passion for 
it – Maths isn’t any easier 
if you don’t enjoy it!  

Into the Sixth (continued)
My choices can 
seem STEM heavy, or 
stereotypical, but there’s 
nothing wrong with 
following a stereotype –  
if that stereotype is right 
for you. I think that doing 
a language or humanity 
is so beneficial; in that 
it enables you to apply 
different skills and gives 
you a break from your 
other science-oriented 
subjects. Taking French 
was a move away from 
my other choices and I’m 
glad it is. I get to learn 
about a different culture 
and talk about ethical 
dilemmas from a different 
perspective. Taking a 
language can be quite 
intense, but if you’re 
willing to immerse yourself 
in the culture it won’t be  
a problem.

Student Magazine

The best advice I was given 
is that if you dread going 
to a certain lesson, you 
probably shouldn’t take  
that subject at A Level.  
The subjects I chose (Maths, 
Biology, French and History) 
are all subjects that I’m 
genuinely interested in and 
enjoy researching in my 
own time. For me, I knew 
that having a wide range 
of subjects was important: I 

like that each lesson is very 
different both in teaching -  
style and content - from 
solving problems in Maths 
to learning about Henry VII’s 
use of espionage in History. 
My advice would be not 
to listen to anyone around 
you saying that one subject 
is ‘better’ than another - if 
it’s something you’re really 
passionate about, don’t let 
anyone dissuade you.

While I’m sure everyone has heard the ‘do the 
subjects you enjoy’ spiel a thousand times,  
I can’t stress it enough. 

By Hannah, Libby and Mya 
and Suhaani, Editors, Year 12

Into 
the 
sixth.

https://www.sthelens.london


Brave thinkers. True colours.

Issue 4 | Autumn 21 15

Interview with an Alumna
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Q. What do you do 
currently? 

I am CEO and Co-Founder 
of FeedForward – we 
build AI to enable human 
creativity in music and 
media. I started the 
company in 2018 with a 
mathematician who is a 
Senior Teaching Fellow at 
Imperial College London 
and specialises in deep 
learning and music. The 
multidisciplinary nature  
of our founding team, plus 
our love of music, are  
an important part of who  
we are. 

Q. How did you get there? 

My career route has 
not been traditional. 

In retrospect it makes 
sense but it hasn’t always 
felt that way! I studied 
undergraduate Music at 
Oxford University. Once 
I completed my degree, 
I knew I loved music but 
didn’t want to be a musician, 
and I saw technology 
and society shaping each 
other and I wanted to be 
part of it. I also needed 
a job. I therefore joined 
the graduate training 
programme at a technology 
management consultancy 
called Accenture. 

Although Accenture 
provided good training and 
enabled me to transition 
into the technology sector, 
I knew that ultimately I’d 
like to bring together my 

interests in technology and 
music. I left Accenture for 
an incredible opportunity: 
Sotheby’s. I found the 
email address online of 
the head of the musical 
instrument department 
and cold emailed him to 
say I was interested in the 
industry. He responded 
that the department was 
about to be split from the 
main auction house, and 
they were looking for 
someone to join them and 
start this new company. 
My background of music, 
technology and business 
was suddenly perfect! 

Lydia Gregory, Class of 2006

I always use this as an 
example of why being 
proactive and following 
your interests can lead  
to opportunities  
that you can only 
dream of and can’t 
plan for. 
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Starting an auction house 
from scratch was amazing, 
however over time I found 
that the culture was very 
old school, particularly 
towards women. I therefore 
left and spent a couple 
of months exploring 
setting up a data-based 
platform for tracking 
instrument sales. Ultimately, 
I decided not to pursue 
that project but it did lead 
me to become part of 
Imogen Heap’s collective 
exploring blockchain in 
music, and my next job: 
Head of Growth at an 
award-winning music 
startup, Jukedeck. We 
built a generative music 
engine that created 
music tracks on the fly. 
We won prestigious 

competitions including 
TechCrunch Disrupt and 
a Cannes Lion, and the 
music generated by 
our engine was used in 
over 100,000 YouTube 
videos. I also went back 
to university and gained a 
Postgraduate Certificate in 
Data Science at Birkbeck, 
University of London 
through evening study. 
My Co-Founder and I then 
leapt into starting our own 
venture! 

Q. How has music helped 
you with your career? 

I did a lot of singing at 
university alongside my 
degree and I had to learn 
large quantities of music 
quickly and perform it. 

At St Helen’s I also enjoyed 
singing and performing in 
plays and musicals. I think 
I owe my ability to manage 
meetings and speak in 
public to this experience 
of performance. Music 
has brought me many life 
defining experiences and 
friendships – I have been 
lucky enough to travel to 
places including China, 
Japan and Mexico to sing 
and I still sing in a festival 
each year. 

Q. What tips would you give 
to students thinking about a 
career in AI or tech? 

I think everyone is heading 
into a career in AI and tech, 
whether they are thinking 
about it or not! Everyone 

in every industry uses 
some type of technology. 
The technology industry 
needs people with different 
skills – we need people in 
design, communications, 
user experience design and 
sales, as well as machine 
learning researchers and 
software engineers. We 
also need people working 
at the intersection of 
multiple subjects; the ‘digital 
humanities’ is a fast-growing 
research area with people 
looking at everything from 
new legal frameworks for 
machine learning to the 
sociological impacts of new 
technology. 

Lydia Gregory, Class of 2006, CEO and Co-Founder  
of FeedForward, BA Music, Oxford University, 
Postgraduate Certificate in Data Science at Birkbeck, 
University of London.

Courtesy of Profile, our Alumnae Magazine

I therefore wouldn’t worry too much about 
choosing the ‘right’ career or subject. Instead, 
at each step, be mindful of things you enjoy 
or ways you enjoy working, independent of the 
subject itself.
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The HARTS prize for 
Human Rights is a 
charity run competition 
that aims to encourage 
engagement within 
human rights. Through 
essay and creative writing, 
the foundation advocates 
and raises awareness 
of conflict, poverty and 
human rights abuses 
amongst young people. 
During lockdown, with 
plenty of help from Mr 
Johnston, I achieved 
3rd place in the U18s 
category for my essay 
titled ‘Refugee camps 
or unlawful detention 
centres, why do we not 
know the truth about 
Syria?’. 

Here is an excerpt:

The ongoing conflict in 
Syrian has reached its ninth 
year, reducing the country 
to devastation, rubble and 
mourning. 

The Civil War in Syria 
has exploded, plunging 
over 2.4 million people 
into so called refugee 
camps amongst abhorrent 
conditions, deplorable 
facilities and a lack of  
basic amenities. Yet, 
despite the fact that the 
problem is based in Syria,  
it stimulates effects  
beyond its borders with 
over 57 states worldwide 
being represented within 
these camps. 

To cite human right 
lawyer Shami Chakrabarti, 

“Human rights are about 
speaking up on behalf of 
the vulnerable against the 
powerful, and it’s not always 
to everyone’s taste.” 

The clear breaches of 
human rights within these 
camps are demonstrated 
in both the apprehension 
of people without legal 
justification as well as the 
squalid conditions imposed 
on innocent people. 
Moreover, allied with the 
media, the government 
attempts to hoodwink the 
public by using the word 

‘refuge’ to describe these 
detention camps. Not only 
is this a trade description 
infringement and also a 
shameless attempt to cover 
up a severe breach of 
human rights. The definition 

of refuge is the state of 
being safe or sheltered from 
pursuit or danger. Whilst 
those seeking refuge flee to 
camps for safety, using the 
word ‘refuge’ to describe 
the camps is extremely 
misleading.  Arguably, the 
Syrian camps are detention 
camps in their literal 
definition. 

The UK government is a 
key culprit in perpetuating 
the abuse of human rights 
through their choice of 
language.

Following endless  
research in the forms of 
both podcasts and reading, 
I discovered that the UK 
government’s implication 
that the repatriation 
of refugees is hard is 
simply a lie. Contrary to 
common belief, there are 

only 50 to 60 Britons 
held in Syrian refugee 
camps. To date, despite 
the former Foreign 
Secretary Dominic 
Raab’s claims that “we 
will seek to repatriate” 
all ‘orphaned children’ or 

‘unaccompanied minors’, 
only 6 children out of 
approximately 25 have 
been ‘rescued’.  

Evidently, refugee camps (unlawful detention 
centres) are a severe obliteration of human rights,  
so why do we not know the truth about Syria?

By Mya, Editor, Year 12

We would like to share with 
you two prize-winning essays.
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Every year, St Hugh’s 
College, University of 
Oxford, hosts the Julia 
Wood History Essay 
Competition. This year,  
I wrote an essay entitled 
‘Brits, Blackamoors and 
Bigotry: An Exploration of 
Race Relations in Tudor 
England’, inspired by my 
study of ‘Othello’ in English 
literature and the Tudor 
period in history. I was 
awarded a Commendation 
for my essay, and was 
invited to St Hugh’s 
College for afternoon tea, 
which gave me a chance 
to explore Oxford, speak 
to students and talk to 
professors about a subject 
that I’m really passionate 
about. 

Here is an excerpt:

Until the early seventeenth 
century, the English had 
not played any significant 
part in the Atlantic Slave 
Trade, nor did it have any 
prominent position in the 
colonies of the Americas. 
The turning point for 
this reputation was the 
Jamestown settlement in 
1607. Prior to this, numerous 
English writers and 
explorers including Richard 
Hakluyt feared that the 
English were lagging behind 
their European counterparts 
in terms of imperial power. 
In his 1589 book ‘The 
Principal Navigations, 
Voyages and Discoveries of 
the English Nation,’ Hakluyt 
called upon his countrymen 
to dedicate their energy 
towards establishing 
English colonies in order 

to rival their competition. 
It is arguable that this call 
was made in an effort 
to inspire patriotism and 
to strengthen England’s 
position on the foreign 
stage, but it may be 
more deep-rooted than 
that. As a result the 
continuous strains on 
foreign relations with Spain 
due to religious, political 
and military tensions, 
competition between Spain 
and England had been 
rife throughout both this 
period. Thus, it is arguable 
that early slavery in the 
Americas was not so much 
motivated by the need to 
assert dominance over 
Africa, but rather the need 
to assert dominance over 
political and religious rivals. 
Perhaps, then, slavery and 
black Africans therefore 
only served as a means 

to an end in the battle 
between Catholicism and 
Protestantism. 

Thus, despite the 
importance of religion 
and the biblical ideas 
surrounding the Curse 
of Ham, racialist notions 
did not exist in the same 
way they would go on 
to do during the height 
of American slavery: 
there was no concept 
connecting enslavement 
to being African. In fact, 
white Europeans had just 
as much reason to fear 
enslavement as black 
people did: the notorious 
Barbary Slave Trade 
dominated the coastal 
regions of Islamic North 
Africa, sometimes venturing 
as far north as the English 
Channel. For example, 
in August 1625 Barbary 

pirates are reported to 
have landed in Cornwall 
and captured 60 English 
people as slaves. 

It would, however, be 
foolish to say that black 
Tudors were not met 
with opposition, despite 
predating New World 
slavery. During Henry VIII’s 
reign, Gypsy (shortened 
from Egyptian) caravans 
began to be recorded 
in England. Fearing the 
impacts of vagrancy, Henry 
passed the first anti-Gypsy 
law in 1530, ordering them 
to leave the country and 
to never return; this was 
then further cemented in 
1544 as the death penalty 
was introduced to anyone 
known to be consorting 
with these so-called ‘aliens’. 
Unlike the merchants and 
skilled workers immigrating 

from Europe under the 
terms of the 1303 Carta 
Mercatoria, the Gypsies 
were of no economic 
significance to the English, 
and thus had no place in 
the country. This reveals 
that whilst the English 
were generally welcoming 
of their working European 
neighbours, they were 
certainly more protective 
over their land when it 
came to foreigners with 
a different, ‘stranger’ 
lifestyle to them.

By Maariya, Editor, Year 12
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I chose FFC because I am 
a notoriously bad chef and 
wanted to improve this 
essential skill to make life 
for my future self (perhaps 
at university or even later) 
slightly more manageable 
and less reliant on ready-
made meals. 

During our co-curricular 
session, our humble 
group of three students 
(who were frequently 
outnumbered by the 
teachers) would cook a 
dish which would be led 
by a specific ‘lead’ teacher. 
We would follow along 

with the recipe as the 
lead teacher cooked in 
order not to forget any 
vital steps and this made 
for some particularly 
enjoyable moments as 
we frantically struggled to 
keep up with them.

Personally, a favourite 
session of mine was 
when we were tasked 
with making tiramisu. It 
was an extremely simple, 
completely vegetarian, 
delicious recipe (one that 
I still use to this day) that 
was expertly explained to 
us by Ms O’Hagan. 

I think it was my favourite 
session entirely because 
of the wonderful result 
and the surprising ease 
with which the dish could 
be made.

I would entirely 
recommend this  
club to others, even if 
you don’t like cooking, 
because it is a lovely 
end to a long week – not 
least because the kitchen 
is warm and you  
can make good use of  
the staff coffee machine…

Fabulous Food Club
Everyone knows about CCF, DofE and Phab –  
but what about FFC?

Student Magazine

By Katrina, Year 12
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The Industrial 
Cadets Award 
is a way for 
students to 
gain an insight 
and exposure to 
ST EM; we are 
given help to 
explore exciting 
careers and 
opportunities.

In Middle School (Year 9), 
we undertook the Industrial 
Cadets project. This brings 
schools from all over 
the country together - to 
challenge themselves and 
compete with one another 
using a multitude of skills, 
which can later be applied 
in life (including in STEM 
careers).

The Bronze award allows 
students to take part in 
a structured programme 
of activities like project 
work, workshops, and site 
visits. To gain a Bronze 
Award, you have to put in 
a minimum of 20 hours of 
work. There were a range 
of skills that I (Rhea, Year 10) 

Industrial Cadets
attained and developed 
over the course, such as 
creativity, digital skills, 
communication, and 
collaboration. 

The team that I worked 
in was called the ‘Eco 
Cadets’, and our project 
brief was to create a 
school as an island. 
Our mentor was Adam 
Hedley, from the Leonardo 
Defence Company. As a 
team we had to decide the 
location, sewage system, 
electricity system, water 
system and how we were 
going to have access 
to food. We decided to 
place our island in the 
Mediterranean Sea, near 
Greece, so that students 
on the island would have 
access to the local ferry 
routes. Finally, after 12 

Student Magazine

By Rhea and Ana, Year 10

weeks of work, we had 
produced: a poster, a 
report, a drawing of our 
island and, a 5 minute video 
explaining our project. 
After all of our hard work, 
we became runners up 
in the Industrial Cadets 
Bronze Project Teamwork 
Award. Personally, the 
communication and creative 
skills were what I gained 
most from the course. I was 
put in a team with girls that I 
hadn’t worked with before, 
so it was a good experience 
for me to meet new people. 

Our project (Ana, Year 10) 
was ‘Future Proof’: design 
a building for climate 
change. We were the 2021 
winners of the Industrial 
Cadets Bronze Project 
Determination Award. After 
hours and hours of work 

we were so happy with 
the end result and gained 
so many skills and learnt a 
variety of life lessons that 
we will never forget.

We were so fortunate 
to be part of this 
experience, as friends, 
team members and 
proud representatives  
of St Helen’s School.
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‘Macbeth’ is frequently 
underrated in its complexity.

Student Magazine

Partially, because it doesn’t 
seem convoluted without 
being studied; the plot 
itself is fairly simple, and 
the archetype of a tragic 
narrative: an ambitious 
but otherwise noble lord 
becomes obsessed with a 
prophecy, descends into 
tyranny, and is promptly 
beheaded for his tyranny. 
End of story.

But upon analysing 
the drama, it becomes 
increasingly complex 
– mostly because 
Shakespeare has so  
many intentions at play. 
Trying to separate out 
his intentions feels like 
untangling headphones;  
and if you leave them for 
half a second, they have a 
tendency to rejumble. But 
for me, this is why ‘Macbeth’ 
is so brilliant to study;  

the possibilities that you  
can extract from the play are 
endless. It’s particularly fun 
to spot incongruencies that 
arise from Shakespeare’s 
multiple intentions – take 
for example, the fact that 
Shakespeare is trying 
to vilify Macbeth and 
simultaneously empower his 
infamous Witches. To do so, 
he assigns them culpability 
in the murders which 
Macbeth commits – which, 
unfortunately for intention 
number one, diminishes 
Macbeth’s responsibility  
and his according role as  
a villain. 

Analysing various 
incongruities led me to the 
conclusion that I make in my 
presentation on Macbeth 
and Lady Macbeth: that 
incongruities arise from the 
fact that we are attempting 

By Hannah, Editor, Year 12

to take the play as a whole 
and define conclusions that 
apply to the entirety. This 
is essentially impossible, 
because ‘Macbeth’ is an 
incredibly layered play; 
each containing a single 
intention. To separate out 
the layers is to separate 
out the intentions – which 
neither achieves anything 
nor makes complexities 
any clearer. Quite the 
opposite, it will create the 
impression that ‘Macbeth’ 
is full of incompatible plot-
points, characters, and 
even subversion.

It’s also critical to 
remember that we 
have a tendency to 
extrapolate things from 
the plot that Shakespeare 
never intended. This 
isn’t necessarily a bad 
thing – our capacity to 

do so is a testament to 
the richness of the play 
and an illustration of 
why it has survived as a 
work of genius for over 
400 years. So whilst 
there are many layers to 
‘Macbeth’ (and it’s much, 
much easier to study it 
once you’ve recognised 
that) Shakespeare didn’t 
necessarily plan out such 
complexity.

Indeed, the more we  
study and analyse 
Macbeth, the more 
complicated it grows 
as new theories and 
readings emerge – in 
parallel, therefore, with 
Shakespeare becoming 
increasingly hallowed  
over time.

Literature
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Often referred to as the ‘Silent Epidemic,’ 
Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) presents a huge socio-
economic burden for countries and healthcare 
systems across the world.
However, the work of 
Michael Houghton, 
Harvey Alter and Charles 
Rice has resulted in a 
global transformation of 
virology, immunology and 
the overall understanding 
of the liver and its 
associated viral diseases. 
These scientists were 
awarded the Noble Prize 
in Physiology or Medicine 
in 2020 for the discovery 
of HCV and have 
consequently enhanced 
patient healthcare and 
reduced global mortality 
due to HCV.  

HCV is a blood-borne 
virus that affects the cells 
in the liver. This results 
in inflammation which 
can prevent the liver 
from performing vital 
physiological functions such 
as removing toxins from 
the bloodstream, storing 
products such as glycogen 
as well as synthesising and 
catabolising substances 
within the body. The 
majority of acute HCV 
infections can progress and 
become chronic, giving 

rise to diseases such 
as cirrhosis which is the 
scarring of liver tissue 
following long term 
damage, liver failure 
and liver cancer. Despite 
being regarded as a liver 
disease, recent research 
has shown that HCV can 
affect other areas of the 
body such as the immune 
system, the digestive 
system and the brain. 

Hepatitis
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Science Hepatitis (continued) 
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HCV is a particularly 
threatening disease as it is 
an RNA virus, and as a result 
mutates frequently and 
is harder for the immune 
system to locate and 
destroy. The consequent 
genetic diversity of RNA 
viruses means that it is 
difficult to develop effective 
vaccines to protect against 
them.  

The most common methods 
of transmission is through 
exposure to infected blood. 
In low-middle income 
countries, the majority of 
cases occur as a result 
of unscreened blood 
transfusions, unsterilised 
multi-used needles, 
syringes, razors and other 
personal hygiene items 
that may have touched an 
infected persons blood. 

In high income countries, 
intravenous drug users are 
most at risk of becoming 
infected due to the sharing 
of needles and other 
equipment.  

During the 60s and 
70s scientists had only 
discovered Hepatitis A 
and B, and the majority of 
blood-borne hepatitis cases 
remained unexplained 
and were labelled as non-
AB hepatitis. The work 
of Houghton, Alter and 
Rice has led to discovery 
of hepatitis C and as a 
result the development 
of a treatment which can 
cure HCV infection and 
prevent the development 
of cirrhosis and liver cancer. 
The scientists discovered 
that the disease could be 
transferred to chimpanzees 

from patient’s blood, and 
worked to clone and 
isolate the pathogen. 
They then screened the 
virus’ genetic sequence 
and discovered that the 
HCV closely resembled 
viruses from a family called 
‘flaviviruses.’ This has 
led to the development 
of new blood tests and 
direct acting antiviral (DAA) 
tablets which clear the 
infection within 3 months in 
more than 90% of patients.  

Despite discovering the 
virus 30 years ago, their 
recent Noble Prize has 
highlighted the knowledge-
gap regarding the 
development of vaccines 
against rapidly mutating 
RNA viruses, and so has 
called for more research 
in this field, as the current 

treatments against HCV are 
unaffordable for patients 
in low-middle income 
countries.   

The World Health 
Organisation (WHO) has 
estimated that 71 million 
people live with chronic 
HCV across the world, and 
approximately 399,000 
people died from HCV in 
2016. Within the UK, an 
estimated 174,000 people 
were living with chronic 
HCV in 2015. This data 
demonstrates the necessity 
of reducing the global 
burden of this disease, 
and as a result the WHO 
has aimed to reduce new 
hepatitis infections by 90% 
by 2030.  

By Fatima, Year 13

Houghton, Alter and Rice’s recent Noble 
Prize and recent scientific advances in 
molecular vaccine technology during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, have given 
optimism for the development of 
effective vaccines against HCV, which 
could eradicate the disease completely.  
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Stromae
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Son Biographie

Stromae est un auteur-
compositeur-interprète 
et producteur belge/
rwandais de hip-hop, de 
musique électronique et 
techno souvent avec les 
éléments de la poésie. 
Il chante toujours en 
français, ce qui est 
inhabituel à cause de 
l’influence croissante de 

la musique américain 
et anglais, mais, 
Stromae et les autres 
artistes essayent de 
sauvegarder la musique 
francophone. 

Le nom Stromae est « 
maestro » en verlan ; 
l’argot des jeunes qui 
consiste en l’inversion 
des syllabes d’un mot : 
par exemple « femme » 
devient « meuf »

Sa musique 

Stromae a gagné la 
reconnaissance nationale 
en 2009 avec la chanson 
« Alors on danse ». Il ne 
recule jamais d’aborder de 
thèmes troublants comme 
le SIDA, le cancer, les 
stéréotypes sexuels et les 
parents absents (comme sa 
chanson ‘Papaoutai’). Tout 
en étant optimiste avec 
l’utilisation des rythmes 
forts, sa musique suscite 
normalement la réflexion 
au même temps.

L’une de ses chansons:  
‘Carmen’ – Un 
Avertissement sur des 
Dangers de Twitter 

‘Carmen’ est un single qui 
considère les effets nocifs 
des réseaux sociaux ; il 
s’agit principalement de 
la nature consommatrice 
de la technologie. Le titre 
‘Carmen’ est inspiré par 
l’opéra-comique ‘Carmen’, 
de Georges Bizet, qui 
raconte l’histoire de Don 
José, un soldat naïf, qui 
est séduit par une femme 
appelée Carmen (d’où 
le titre). Et alors, José 
abandonne sa vie entière 
et son amour d’enfance. 
Mais, à la fin, José perd 
l’amour de Carmen de 
toute façon. Cela montre 
la profondeur de sens et 
le contexte caché dans 

This is a new addition to the magazine this year: a 
feature written in a language spoken at St Helen’s. 
First, French:

les chansons de Stromae 
: le personnage dans 
la chanson est séduit 
par l’idée des abonnés 
sur Twitter, (Twitter est 
assimilée à la femme 
Carmen dans l’opéra-
comique) et alors, la 
technologie envahit sa 
vie (comme Carmen 
envahit la vie et l’esprit 
du soldat). Finalement, 
on peut trouver la naïveté 
du soldat dans le garçon 
naïf et impressionnable 
au début de la chanson. 
Mais, il est corrompu par 
la technologie comme le 
soldat. 

MFL
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L’ironie ?

À cause de sa popularité, 
on a tendance à traduire 
les chansons de Stromae 
dans nos propres langues, 
donc, ironiquement, même 
si ses chansons avait 
l’intention de célébrer la 
musique francophone, 
on perd plutôt ses sens 
originales – considérez sa 
chanson célébrée ‘Alors on 
danse’ : si on ne peut pas 
comprend le français pour 
admettre que la chanson et 
à la fois une considération 
des crises sociaux, et 
la solution de Stromae 
(dansez), la chanson semble 
très positive et même 
superficielle ; elle a des 
rythmes forts et optimistes, 
et un motif répétitif de « So 
let’s dance ». Mais en réalité, 
la chanson est très profonde 
; elle considère les sujets 

tels que la famine, la dette, 
et le divorce. En outre, on 
perd le sens de la chanson 
en traduction : par exemple, 
une phrase dans le refrain 
de ‘Carmen’ est « et c’est 
comme ça qu’on s’aime, 
s’aime, s’aime, s’aime ». 

By Hannah   
and Suhaani,  
Editors, Year 12MFL (continued)

Stromae - English translation 
Biography
Stromae is a singer-songwriter 
and a Belgian/ Rwandan producer 
of Hip hop, electronic and techno 
music, including elements of 
poetry. He always sings in French 
which is unusual due to the 
growing influence of American 
and English music. But, Stromae 
and other artists are trying to 
preserve Francophone music. 
The name Stromae is ‘Maestro’ 
in Verlan; teenage slang which 
consists of the inversion of the 
syllables of a word, for example 
‘femme’ becomes ‘meuf’.
Music 
Stromae gained national 
recognition in 2009 with the song 
‘Alors on danse’. He doesn’t hold 
back from tackling troubling 
themes, like AIDS, gender 
stereotypes and absent parents. 
(like the song ‘Papaoutai’). Whilst 
being upbeat with the use of 
strong rhythms, his music is 
normally thought-provoking at the 
same time. 
One of his songs: ‘Carmen’ –  
a warning of the dangers of the 
twitter.

Carmen is a single which considers 
the harmful effects of social media; 
it primarily talks about the all-
consuming nature of technology. 
The title ‘Carmen’ was inspired by 
Georges Bizet’s opera, ‘Carmen’, 
which tells the story of Don José, a 
naïve soldier who is seduced by a 
woman named Carmen. So, José 
abandons his entire life and his 
childhood sweetheart but at the 
end, José loses the love of Carmen 
anyway. This shows the depth of 
meaning and hidden context in the 
songs of Stromae: the character in 
the song is seduced by the idea 
of followers on twitter (Twitter is 
equated to the woman Carmen 
in the opera), and so, technology 
takes over his life (as Carmen 
invades the life and mind of the 
soldier). Finally we can find the 
naivety of the soldier in the naïve 
and impressionable young boy at 
the start of the song. But, like the 
soldier, he is corrupted - in this 
case, by technology. 
Irony?
As a result of his popularity, we tend 
to translate Stromae’s songs into 
our own languages, so, ironically, 

even though his songs intended 
to celebrate Francophone 
music, we instead lose his 
original meanings: consider his 
famous song, ‘Alors on danse’ 
– if we cannot understand the 
French in order to understand 
that the song is simultaneously 
a consideration of social crises 
and Stromae’s solution (dance), 
the song seems very positive 
and even superficial. It has 
strong, upbeat rhythms and 
a repetitive motif of ‘So let’s 
dance’. But in reality, it’s very 
profound; it considers famine, 
debt and divorce. Furthermore, 
the song gets lost in translation: 
for example, a phrase in the 
chorus of Carmen is “Et c’est 
comme ca qu’on s’aime, s’aime, 
s’aime, s’aime”. But the English 
translation becomes “And that’s 
how we love, love, love, love”: in 
omitting we love each other we 
lose a key meaning of the lyrics.

Mais, le traduction anglais 
devient « And that’s how 
we love, love, love, love,” 
: donc, en omettant ‘we 
love each other,’ on perd 
un sens clés des paroles.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKftOH54iNU
https://www.sthelens.london


Brave thinkers. True colours.

Issue 4 | Autumn 21 26

Charities
By mid-April 2020, 1.5 
billion children were out of 
school, and cast into the 
global shadow of illiteracy. 

Why does this matter?
For the individual: it directly 
affects health and wellbeing. 
Those without education are 
more likely to be vulnerable 
to health problems, 
for example increased 
schooling reduces the risk 
of HIV infection. According 
to one study of women in 
32 countries: literate women 
are three times more likely 
than illiterate ones to know 
that a person in seemingly 
good health can be infected 
with HIV, and four times as 
likely to know how to protect 
themselves from AIDS.   

Student Magazine

For girls: it enables them 
to become economically 
productive and 
independent.  Many figures 
such as Malala Yousafzai 
and Michelle Obama are 
renowned in the girl’s 
education movement.  
Exacerbated by the effects 
of Covid-19, 10 million girls 
are currently at risk of losing 
their education, dropping 
out due to early marriage or 
to support their families in 
the workforce.  Evidentially, 
societal and cultural 
pressures, alongside 
poverty reduces a girls 
chance of education, in turn 
reducing their chances of a 
better future.  

Globally: literacy is the 
fastest way out of poverty 
and crime.  Interestingly, 
in her own words, Nadia 
Lopez ‘opened a school to 
close a prison’.  She owned 
an urban school with high 
poverty rates, lacking the 
funding for technology 
and parent involvement.  
Neighbourhood gangs 
were recruiting children 
and consequently they felt 
trapped with low grades 
and few options to pull 
them into the world.  Many 
of them turned to crime 
and prostitution.  But, 
her efforts gave students 
hope and purpose.  She 
says, “Tomorrow’s future 
is sitting in our classroom, 
it is our job to encourage 
and remind them of their 
brilliance.”

The celebration of World 
Literacy Day on September 
8th is a recent marker of 
the importance of literacy, 
more so in today’s world 
than ever.  The World 
Literacy Foundation works 
to try and achieve a world 
where literacy would not 
just be a word, but a word 
seen in every person and 
child as well as ensuring 
that every child is equipped 
for the world of literacy and 
nurtured in a sustainable 
literacy.

“Success isn’t about how 
much money you make; 
it’s about the difference 
you make in people’s 
lives” – Michella Obama

This year, Mr Johnston, 
Head of Literacy, is 
undertaking an outreach 
program at local schools 
with Year 13, a key 
example of the way in 
which advocacy starts at 
home.  We may not be 
able to directly reach out 
to the 30 million children 
in sub-Saharan Africa 
that do not attend school, 
but we can help to 
improve the educational 
opportunities given to 
those in our area. 

By mid-April 2020, 1.5 
billion children were 
out of school due to the 
pandemic, only advocacy, 
determination and 
governmental change will 
be able to change this. 

“I have learned over the years 
that when one’s mind is made 
up, this diminishes fear; 
knowing what must be done does 
away with fear.” – Rosa Parks 

World Literacy Foundation
1st October -  
Macmillan Bake Sale 

5th November -  
Mufti Day 

4th December -  
Calendar Sale 

14th December -  
PHAB Christmas  
Jumper Day

https://www.sthelens.london
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Editorial Team

Please do continue to send us 
your contributions for later issues. 
The next one will be published 
in December, and will feature an 
insight into literature in context, 
an enquiry into the history of 
Afghanistan, a review of Chicago, 
and the return of Calendar Sale!

Student Magazine

We hope you  
have enjoyed the 
first issue  
of 2021-2022!

By Hannah, Libby, Mya, Shagun, Sophia, Suhaani and Zara

https://www.sthelens.london
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